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Research on the Internet

Before you start
1 Where s the best place to find information on
these toples?
+ European history
+ the price of mobile phones
+ yourfavourite pop star

2 What are the advantages and disadvantages of
finding information from these sources

| books @ magazines m newspapers a libraries u
encyclopaedias u frends o family a teachers
CD-ROMs u television m racio mthe Intenet

Reading

3 Read the text quickly and choose the correct

answer,

1 Google is a keyword / search engine.
2 This WORD is in upper ! lower case.
3 AND/ WHEN is a logical operator.

Finding information on the World Wide Web
needs an Intenet search engine such as Google,
AltaVista o Excite. Search englnes have a text box
where you type in a keyword or words. A search
engine is a software program that reads the;
Keywords in the text box and searches the Intemet.
for Web pages, websites and other Intemet files
thatuse them. These documents are shown on the
computer screen in a results listing.

When carrying out searches, you should ustially
be specific and briefin your choice of words. If the
keyword is 100 general, or includes (oo many
different meanings, the results listing may not be
useful Different search engines. categorize
information in different ways, which changes the
ey they store and retrieve it.

Using upper case letters (capital letters) in a
keyword search will only retrieve documents that
use upper case Typing in lower case (no capitals)
is usually better because search engines wil
retrieve documents that use both upper case and.
Jowes case letters.

You can narrow a search using logical operators

such as AND, OR and NOT. AND retrieves all the

words typed in the text box, OR retrieves either of

the words and NOT excludes words. Spelling s

important when typing in keywords, but a search
| engine will not usually read punctuation,
| prepositions and articles

4 Tick (/) the good things to do to find
information on the Internet.

1 Choose keywords that are different to the
item you want.

2 Give the best keyword to describe what you
want

3 Use as many general keywords as possible.

4 Try to use a keyword that can have only
one meaning.

5 Type your keywords in lower case only

6 Use logical operators to narrow your search. [

7 Use full stops and commas.
8 Do not use words like at, in, on, a/an
and the (m]

Vocabulary

5 Find the words and phrases in the text that mean:
1 clear and exact (paragraph 2

2 putinto similar groups (2

3 to bring back (2) .

4 make smaller (4)

5 mathematical words (4) D

6 does not use (4)

6 Are the words in the groups below listed from
general 0 specific or specifi to general? Write
G+SorsG.

1 telephone - mobile phone - Nokia
mother ~ family - humans =
wriing - essay — sentence =

Big Ben - London - UK

cars ~ vehicles — transport

cars — German cars -~ BMW

Speaking
7 Talk about the keywords you should use to find
information on the following topics.

« information on cheap hotels in the UK

« what the weather will be like tomorrow

* anessay on the history of the European
Economic Union

+ mobile phones that connect to the Internet

* anice present for your mother's birthday.

Get real

Carry out the searches in Exercise 7. Then:

+ noteh
+ note the top five results for each search |
+ visit eachsite and find out if it is useful

Do the search using a different search engine.

Bring the list of keywords and your notes on
the search results back to class.

Information Technology

words you used in the search





